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Competent Bodies and Entities
Based on the general regulation, CF and ERDF regulation and in accordance with them, this chapter defines the OPE 2014-2020 implementation system. This chapter describes the evaluation management systems at the program level as well.
The OPE 2014-2020 management and implementation system is set up so that all management and implementation activities are carried out with maximum efficiency and to maintain the principle of subsidiarity. The consistency with the procedures applicable to the national public funds of the CR was taken into account when setting up the management and control system. 
Overview of bodies that are part of the OPE 2014-2020 implementation structure is presented in the following paragraphs.
OPE 2014-2020 Managing Authority
The overall responsibility for the program implementation belongs to the Managing Authority of the Operational Programme, established by the Government Resolution. The Managing Authority delegates certain activities to other entities or assumes the outcomes of their activities, to the extent comparable with the normal distribution of activities in the management of investments financed from national public funds. The delegation of activities will not affect the Managing Authority’s overall responsibility for the performance of such activities.
The Ministry of the Environment was appointed with the preparation and management of the Operational Programme Environment 2014-2020 through Government Resolution No. 867 of 28 November 2012[footnoteRef:1], under which the activities associated with the management and implementation of OPE are provided by the OPE Managing Authority. [1:  Czech Republic Government Resolution of 28 November 2012 No. 867 on the preparation of programs co-financed by the Common Strategic Framework funds for the 2014-2020 programming period in the conditions of the Czech Republic.] 

The Managing Authority is established in accordance with Article 123 of the General Regulation. Article 125 of the Regulation describes the functions and activities of a managing authority.
Planning Working Group – established by the MoE
A Planning Working Group will be established by the Ministry of the Environment by the Minister's decision (in the form of the Ministry’s internal regulation) and its statutes and rules of procedure will be laid down. Its members, appointed through the Minister’s letter, will be the representatives of the Managing Authority, Intermediate Body representatives, Budget Department, and professional guarantors of individual priority axes. This Working Group will be established to:
· prepare call plans
· set the call schedules
· set the calls with regard to the fulfillment of target values and milestones for indicators of individual specific objectives.
The draft of the call plan has been submitted for approval to the Deputy Minister authorized for this according to the MoE organizational structure.
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Intermediate bodies for implementation will be represented by the State Environmental Fund of the CR (the "SEF CR") and the Agency for Nature Conservation and Landscape Protection (hereinafter the "ANCLP"), to which the MoE delegates some of its powers as the Management Authority. These powers will be delegated through an agreement between the Managing Authority and intermediate bodies. The establishment of intermediate bodies will be ensured through the Minister's decision (in the form of the Ministry’s internal regulation). Based on the Delegation Agreement, intermediate bodies carry out activities related to the final beneficiaries. In practice, the intermediate bodies become partners with project application submitters under the OPE2014-2020   (especially when communicating on the project selection and subsequent implementation). Managing Authority of the OPE 2014-2020 delegates some of the activities within the implementation in some support areas to intermediate bodies. This does not affect the overall responsibility of the Managing Authority for the operational program’s management and implementation. The specific distribution of activities between the Managing Authority and intermediate bodies will be determined in writing through the Delegation Agreement. The Intermediate Body must have a fully functional internal control system.
SEF CR
SEF CR was established by Act No. 388/1991 Coll., on the State Environmental Fund of the Czech Republic. The administrator of SEF CR is the MoE. SEF CR will be the intermediate body for Priority Axes 1, 2, 3, 5, 6 and a part of Specific Objective 4.1 (in cases the beneficiary will be ANCLP CR).
ANCLP CR
The Agency for Nature Conservation and Landscape Protection of the Czech Republic based in Prague is an organizational state department, established by the Ministry of Environment (Measure No. 10/12 on the publication of the ANCLP foundation deed’s full text). The ANCLP CR will be the intermediate body for the implementation of Priority Axis 4 (except Specific Objective 4.1).
Intermediate bodies will mainly provide the following activities:
· responsible for the implementation and proper execution of OPE 2014-2020 projects, including in particular the reception, inspection and evaluation of applications, SEF CR perform control of the project implementation and its financing, including methodological covering of the whole process
· ensure the proper implementation of projects from receipt to final project evaluation, i.e. providing (ANCLP CR  only to the issuance of grant provision decision):
· administration of applications for support from acceptance to approval/rejection
· the preparation for the issuance of grant provision decision and other documentation in accordance with Act No. 218/2000 Coll., on Budgetary Rules
· conducts ongoing project monitoring and assessment in all its phases, especially in relation to the eligibility of expenditure, competition law, applicable legislation and mandatory methodological guidelines at the national and European level, including the Managing Authority’s instructions 
· receipt and administration of applications for payment, realization of financial payment operations to the beneficiaries, and their control
· control of the physical projects implementation
· monitoring of projects according to the applicable methodology
· information for applicants concerning the application’s non/acceptance, approval/rejection, and results of the final project evaluation, including any justification
· conduct and record all the operations relating to the application and the project in the MS2014+ central monitoring system 
· participate in the processing of binding documentation for OPE 2014-2020, methodological materials and work procedures, proposes amendments to these documents
· provide applicants with information on the support from OPE
· provide further delegated activities of MA related to  the OPE’s implementation.

National Coordination Authority
The Ministry of Regional Development in the role of the National Coordination Authority was delegated with the coordination and preparation of the Partnership Agreement for 2014-2020 through Government Resolution No. 867 of 28 November 2012[footnoteRef:2]. It is the central methodological and coordinating body for the implementation of the programs co-financed from the ESIF funds in the Czech Republic in the 2014-2020 programming period. In this area it is a partner for the European Commission in the CR, provides management of the Partnership Agreement at the national level, is the manager of the monitoring system, the methodological body for the implementation and the central body for publicity and building of absorptive capacity.   [2:  Czech Republic Government Resolution of 28 November 2012 No. 867 on the preparation of programs co-financed by the Common Strategic Framework funds for the 2014-2020 programming period in the conditions of the Czech Republic.] 

Payment and Certification Authority
The extent of the Certifying Authority’s responsibility, role and function shall be governed by the provisions of the general regulation, especially Article 126. The authority is responsible for the overall financial management of the funds allocated to the Czech Republic from the EU budget.
Certification of expenditure means the confirmation of data correctness on the expenditure submitted by the managing authorities of the operational programs to the Payment and Certification Authority. The result of the certification is the processing and sending of a certificate on an incurred expenditure, together with a statement of expenditure and application for payment by the Payment and Certification Authority to the European Commission.
The Audit Authority
The Audit Authority is responsible for ensuring the proper conduct of audits to verify the effective functioning of the program’s management and control system and for carrying out activities in accordance with Article 127 of the General Regulation.
Engaging Relevant Partners
2014-2020 MoE Platform 
· the composition of members according to the type of organization in the established external working group is clearly shown in the following chart as a percentage of the total number of members:










Composition of 2014-2020 MoE Platform 



Legend to the figure:
oborové svazy= trade unions
územní samosprávne celky= local government units
nevládní neziskové organizace= non-governmental nonprofit organizations
orgány státní správy= state administration bodies
akademická sféra= academic sphere
podnikatelská sféra= business sphere
sociální partneři= social partners
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